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Endorsemenfor Research means that th&REA Research Assessment Panel has found that the
Researcher who wishes to conduct Research has met the threshold for the conduct of safe and
appropriateResearch




The Research Assessment Panel is guided in its assessment by the principles of the National
Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (NationalStatement) Asthe governingauthority of
EREA Schools, EREA also considers:

X

X
X

How the researchprocessmay benefit EREASchoolsand the value of the potential research
outcomes to our Schools and network

If the demand and interruption to Schools may outweigh any potential benefit, or signiyican
disrupt the work of Schools (ie learning and teaching)

Thealignment (or possible misalignmentjth anauthentic Catholic anthropology of tHeiman
person, and EREA’s strategic directions, programs and approaches to supporting its Schools
The potential risks to our young people, staff, families, Schools and jurisdiction in the conduct of
the Research, reporting of findings, and achievement of EREA’ mission and strategy
Howpotentialriskswill be preventedor minimised

Theappropriatenes®fconductinghe Researclin aSchooketting.

TheEREAResearciAssessmerfPanelwill makearecommendatiorto the EREAationalExecutive,
which will make the decision as to whether the proposed Research is approved or not approved.

EREANndorsemenisNOTrequired:

1.

From school staff undertaking Research in their own SCHOOL for the purposes of ongoing
learning reflectionandimprovement,andwith nointention to publishthe findingsin the public
domain.
Where External Research is being conducted by student researchers wishing to conduct
Researclaspart of undergraduatestudyor postgraduatestudyat diploma,honoursor masters
level, their own institutions are obliged to manage the research compliance process and
students may not enter EREA sites without the approval documentation from their accrediting
university’'s HREC.
If the Researcimeetsall of the followingcriteria:
a) Isappropriatefor astudentresearcheito conductin School/q(ie the topicis not sensitive
according to Section 9 Risk, and the methodology is not intrusive)
b) Is‘negligible’or ‘low’ riskResearclaccordingo the NationalStatementandtherefore
highly unlikely to raise concerns for participants, or the school community
c) lIssupervisedyanexperiencedResearcherandgivenethicalclearanceby the relevant
institution
d) Minimisesanyriskof participantsbeingidentified giventhe smallsamplesizesassociated
with student research.

Studentresearchersvho






x Thereis afinancialcostto participatein the Research

x Schoolsnd/or participantsarenot providedwith adequateinformation,andappropriateconsent
is not sought

x The Research is not adequately monitored by an ethics committee, and findings reported in the
public domain are not subject to a pesview process.

Researchermust submittheir application vieemailto research@erea.edu.au

8.1 PrincipalLetter

EREA Endorsement is not an Approval, but an indication to Schools that the Research is ethically
sound and meets EREA requirements. EREA Endorsement carries wekpeckation of or
preferencefor participation.It isultimately the Principal’sApprovalwhichdetermineswhethertheir
School participates in the Research or not. Principal Approval must be sought before the Research
can begiror any participants are contged. An introductory letter shouldbe provided whiclclearly
outlines:

X the purposeof the Research

X overalltimeline

X whothe participantswill beandwhattheyareexpectedo do (ie methods)

x time demandfor eachactivity

X any schootesourcesequired

X howthe Principaisto communicateheir Approval(egattachedconsentform or replyemail)
x theresearchnstrumentsto be used(seepoint 6.3)

X plainlanguagestatements

X consentforms

x andanyotherdocumentdo be providedto participants.

8.2 Plain languagestatements
Plainlanguagestatements(PLS$houldbe providedfor eachparticipanttype, andclearlystate:

X the purposeof the Researchyhatthe participantwill be askedo do

X thetime demandfor eachactivity

x howtheir dataandidentity will be protected

X the procesdor withdrawingif they nolongerwishto participateand/or wanttheir dataremoved
X howto accesdollow-up
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Final versions are strongly preferred and are less likely to delay EREA Endorsement. Occasionally
Researchers may not bable to provide the final instrument because it is dependent on early
researchindings,howeveranindicativedraftis still required.If the researchtopicandmethod is

not sensitive nor intrusive, EREA may be able to provide Endorsement on the draft versions.
However it ismore likely EREAwill requestsubmissiorof final copiesbefore Endorsements issued,

or that particular phase of the Research commences.

8.4 Ethicsapproval

Ethics committee approvéllom the Researcher’'sespective university or organisationresjuired
before EREA wilssue Endorsement. The Researcher’s university or organisation will generally be
expectedo belistedin the NHMRReqistryResearchersaysubmittheir applicationto EREAvhile
their institution’s ethicsapprovalis still pending,howeverit is preferredthat the researctproposal

and documentation submitted to EREA already incorporates ethics committee feedback.

Shouldthe Researcher/shooseto submitto EREAndthe ethicscommitteesimultaneouslyacopy
of the institution’s
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8.9 ApproachingSchools

Once an application spproved, Researchers can approach PrincipaERIEBA Schools invititigem
to participate.Principalghen decidewhetherthe Researchvill addvalueto their schoolcommunity
andgiveinformed consent.Principalconsentmustbe grantedbefore the Researcltanbeginor any
participant is approached.

8.10 Amendments

If Researchersvishto makechangego their application either beforeor after it hasbeenapproved,
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X sensitive culturaissuesrace, ethniadentity, religiousbeliefsor world views
x gamblingalcohol useijllicit druguse,criminalactivity or anti-socialbehaviour
x diseaser healthissuegmental,physicabr social)

x fertility, pregnancyparenting(includingchildrenandyoungpeople’sattitudestowardsparenting).

Aresearch projecinay alsdbe deemed greatethan low risk ifthe methodology isntrusive (either
physicallyor emotionally),andif vulnerableparticipantsare beingrecruited. Bydefinition, all young
people in EREA Flexi Schools are considered to tiewarly vulnerable participants.

If Researcherwsiishto conductResearctin Schoolghat isdeemedgreaterthan low risk, they must
demonstrate:

x theyhavethe necessaryjualifications angkxperiencgo manage theesearchproject
x theyareawareof relevantethicalandlegalobligations
x how potentialriskswill be



with (egbeingvideorecorded,havingtheir heightandweightmeasurecdor their databeingusedin
future Research).

12 PassiveConsent

Passiveonsentrefersto an ‘opt-out’ model of consent—following full disclosureof the nature and

scope of the Research. As most young people of sempmbre minors, the consent of their parents

or guardians is also necessary. It may be, in instances of Research which is of negligible or low risk,
acceptable that parental consent is passive, but the acceptability of this will be assessed on a case
by-case basis. Passive consent will only be approved if the following elements of the proposed
Research have been fully disclosed to parents and guardians:

X the airrw%the Research
X who



Datashouldonly be usedfor the purposefor
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